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In the book “Why Nations Fail” Acemoglu and Robinson have compelling facts on the reasons as to why some nations fail and others prosper.  The authors try to answer the question that why some nations are poor while others are rich. Some of the basic reasons that may come to the thinking of a common citizen as to why some nations are poor and others richer would be culture, weather, and geographical locations. According to the authors, the answers do not lie in such reasons rather on political economy. They add that man-made political and economic institutions determine economic success or lack of it on the other hand (Robinson & Acemoglu, 2012).
Acemoglu and Robinson prove their arguments by identifying countries that are similar regarding geography, climate, climate, culture, and religion but due to different political and institutions, they become more or less prosperous. For instance, the authors give an example of Korea which was divided into North and South Korea in 1953. These countries have almost the same geographical location and same culture, but due to different political and institutional choices, both countries’ economies have diverged with South Korea becoming one of the richest countries in Asia while North Korea remains one of the poorest (Robinson & Acemoglu, 2012).
On the other hand, some authors offer equally persuasive arguments that Acemoglu and Robinson do not consider. For instance, in the “Why Nations Fail” book, the authors do not consider technological change as one of the fundamental cause of economic growth. According to Wolla, 2017), technological development is a major contributor to the economic growth in a country. Additionally, it is not just okay to ignore the geographical locations and weather of some countries. For instance, some countries depend on agriculture as their main drivers of the economy. As much as political institutions matter, some countries are not productive regarding agriculture like others. This is as a result of weather and geographical locations (Wolla, 2017).
Wolla, 2017), also argues that Rapid population growth in some countries hinder prosperity. Some third world countries due not even produce enough to provide for its people due to the population growth. Instead of generating funds to enhance development and provide jobs and infrastructure for the country, the government has to first provide food and settlement for its grown population. This makes some countries lug behind regarding prosperity. The author also adds that culture also counts, in that; when the government wants to introduce a family planning program to control population, some cultures may not take and may consider it an abomination. For this reason, the population will grow, and poverty will increase too (Wolla, 2017).
In conclusion, the authors of the “Why Nations Fail” have some valid points as to why some nations are richer and others poor. It true that political institutions matter a lot since they rule and control how people should carry on activities of a country. On the other hand, some of the reasons that the authors deemed minute and ignored may have a significant contribution to a country’s poverty levels. For instance, weather, geography, and culture.  Some countries are in geographical locations that have minerals, and they can mine, and the revenue generated from the minerals becomes a significant booster of their economy. Some other countries may not have minerals or good weather to facilitate agricultural productions. Therefore, both political institutions and geographical, weather and cultural factors matter. 
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